BEFORE THE MALHEUR COUNTY COURT SITTING FOR THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE MALHEUR COUNTY
AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT 


In the Matter of Referring to the Electors the 				) Amended
Question of Increasing the Annual Fixed Charge of the Malheur 		) Resolution R26-21;
County Ambulance Service District (ASD) To Provide Additional 		) and Election Order
Revenue for Personnel, Supplies and Maintenance Countywide; and 	) 
Adopting a Ballot Title and Explanatory Statement				)	
							

WHEREAS, this Resolution R26-21 and Election Order is amended to change and adopt a ballot title, rewrite the summary as a statement (as opposed to an illustrative chart) and include an explanatory statement; and 

WHEREAS, the Malheur County Ambulance Service District (ASD) was created in 1990, following an election, pursuant to ORS Chapter 451; and

WHEREAS, ASD was created to provide financial support for pre-hospital ambulance services and care countywide; and 

WHEREAS, in 1990 a household charge was established pursuant to ORS 451.490 (3) at the rate of $15 each household, business (plus $1.50 per full-time-employe/FTE), RV Park (plus $2 each space), assisted living unit, and motel/hotel (plus $2 per room); and 

WHEREAS, in 1996 the charge was raised to $16 by Ordinance No. 104; and 

WHEREAS, an increase to the annual charge is needed to sustain and enhance ASD operations including, but not limited to:  additional time and wages for the ASD Director to be employed full time (from .60 FTE to 1 FTE), compensation for the supervising physician, rising costs of disposable medical supplies, and additional funding to ambulance providers as well as to non-transport EMS agencies (i.e. QRUs and Ontario Fire) for ambulance/vehicle replacement and repair, training and equipment.  

	
NOW, THEREFORE, THE MALHEUR COUNTY COURT, AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE MALHEUR COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT, HEREBY RESOLVES AND ORDERS AS FOLLOWS:

1.	MEASURE.  A measure election is hereby called for the purpose of submitting to the  electors of Malheur County within the Ambulance Service District whether the charge should be increased. 

2.	ELECTION.  The measure election shall be held in Malheur County on Tuesday 	November 3, 2026, according to Oregon law and procedures adopted by the Oregon 	Secretary of State. 

3.	BALLOT TITLE.  The ballot title, question and summary for this measure to be 	referred to the voters is:

CAPTION: (up to 10 words):  Increase Annual Ambulance Service District (ASD) Charge. 

QUESTION (up to 20 words):  Shall the annual ASD charge gradually increase over three years from $16 to $31 for homes/businesses?   

[bookmark: _Hlk233373862]SUMMARY (up to 175 words): The ASD charge has remained at $16 per year since 1996.  Passing this measure increases the charge from $16 to $31 (at $5 each year - $21 in 2027; $26 in 2028;  $31 in 2029) for each house, apartment, mobile/manufactured home, and assisted living unit.  For businesses, RV parks and motel /hotels, the charge will increase from $16 to $31 plus an additional per full-time-employee (FTE) charge rising from $1.50 to $3.00, per space charge rising from $2 to $5, and per room charge rising from $2 to $5 per room. The increase generates additional revenue for the ASD. Total annual revenue from the charge is:  FY2026-2027: $190,000; FY2027-2028: $249,000;  FY2028-2029: $309,000; and FY 2029-2030: $380,000. Charges will appear on property tax statements beginning October 2027 and managed through the annual ASD budget. Proposed expenses include: additional time and wages of ASD director to full time, compensation for the supervising physician, disposable medical supplies, and  funding to ambulance providers and non-transport EMS agencies for ambulance/vehicle replacement and repair, training and equipment.  	 

4.	EXPLANATORY STATEMENT.  The explanatory statement to be included in the State Voters’ Pamphlet is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. 

5.	NOTICE OF BALLOT TITLE; EXPLANATORY STATEMENT AND RIGHT TO APPEAL.  Upon receiving the ballot title and explanatory statement for this measure, the County Clerk shall publish in the next available edition of a newspaper of general circulation in Malheur County the notice of receipt of the ballot title and explanatory statement, including notice that an elector may file a petition for judicial review of the ballot title or explanatory statement with the Malheur County Circuit Court.  
6.	FILING WITH COUNTY ELECTION OFFICE.   This Election Order and an SEL 801 shall be delivered to the Malheur County Clerk for inclusion on the ballot for the November 3, 2026 election. 



7.	EFFECTIVE DATE.  This resolution is effective upon adoption.  If this measure passes, the increased charges will be implemented by an ordinance. 

DATED this 22nd day of July 2026. 

MALHEUR COUNTY COURT AS GOVERNING BODY OF MALHEUR COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT: 



____________________________ 
County Judge Dan P. Joyce 

______________________________________ 
County Commissioner Ron Jacobs 


_________________________________ 
County Commissioner Jim Mendiola  


ATTEST: 


________________________________ 
Kim Ross, Recording Secretary 


Exhibit A
Explanatory Statement for State Voters’ Pamphlet
What will this measure do? 
[bookmark: _Hlk235177449]Passing this measure increases the annual charge of the Malheur County Ambulance Service District (ASD). Over three years (2027-2029), the charge rises from $16 to $31 ($5 each year) for houses, apartments, mobile/manufactured homes, and assisted living units.  For businesses, RV parks and motel/hotels, the charge will increase from $16 to $31 plus an additional per full-time-employee (FTE) charge rising from $1.50 to $3.00, per space charge rising from $2 to $5, and per room charge rising from $2 to $5 per room.  

	CATEGORY
	CURRENT CHARGE 
	   2027 CHARGES
	2028
CHARGES
	2029
CHARGES

	
House 
Apartment
Mobile Home
Asst Living 
	

 $16
	

$21
	

$26
	

$31

	
Business 

	$16; plus $1.50 per FTE
	$21; plus
$2 per FTE
	$26; plus $2.50 per FTE
	$31; plus $3 per FTE 

	
RV Park 


	
$16; plus
plus $2 each space
	
$21; plus
$3 each space
	
$26; plus
$4 each space
	
$31; plus
$5 each space

	
Motel/Hotels 


	
$16; plus
$2 each room
	
$21; plus
$3 each room
	
$26; plus
$4 each room
	
$31; plus $5 each room 

	
Revenue
	
$190,000
	
$249,000
	
$309,000
	
$380,000





Will the charge increase beyond $31 after year 2029?  
No, the charge will remain at $31 dollars until voters approve a change. 


Is this charge tied to real property values? 
No, the charge is fixed and does not change when property values change. 




Why is the measure necessary and what will it be used for? 
ASD funding comes entirely (100%) from this charge. No state, federal or county general funds supplement the ASD budget. 

Additional revenue will: 
● Expand the ASD Director’s work hours to full time. 
● Offset escalating costs of medical supplies. 
● Provide additional funding to ambulance providers and non-transporting EMS agencies for trainings, equipment and supplies and ambulance/vehicle repair and replacement. 

Who is ASD and what does it do? 
ASD is a special district created by voters in 1990 to financially support multiple pre-hospital ambulance providers and non-transporting EMS agencies countywide. It operates under Oregon laws, with the Malheur County Court as its governing body. ASD employs a director, supervising physician and appoints an advisory board. 

ASD:    
● Develops the County Ambulance Service Areas (ASA) Plan, required by Oregon law.
● Purchases disposable medical supplies for ambulance providers and on-scene medical first responders.
● Processes annual funding requests by ambulance providers and non-transport EMS agencies for ambulance/vehicle repairs, equipment, supplies and EMT/paramedic training.  
● Observes providers for compliance with state EMS standards, response time goals, and adherence to policies and contract terms.  
● Establishes medical policies/procedures under the direction of the supervising physician.
  	
What is the ASD geographic boundaries?  All of Malheur County including incorporated cities. 

Who are the current pre-hospital ambulance providers in Malheur County?   City of Vale, Treasure Valley Paramedics, and Jordan Valley Ambulance. Providers contract directly with the County.  Providers bill their fees to Medicaid, Medicare, private insurance and patient/individuals. County does not furnish any funds to providers. 

Who are the non-transporting EMS agencies that can receive funding from ASD?  Ontario Fire/Rescue and Adrian QRU.   
 
(This statement was provided by the Malheur County Court acting as the governing body of the Malheur County Ambulance Service District (ASD).
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