


05/27/2021 

 

COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO THE DARREN LEE AGGREGATE SITE 

PROPOSAL AND CONDITIONAL USE APPLICATION FOR AGGREGATE 

MINING IN AN EXCLUSIVE FARM USE ZONE 

 

Attention:  Mr Eric Evans 

Eric.Evans@MalheurCo.org 

Malheur County 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

We are writing you today to voice our deep opposition and concern to the Aggregate Mining 

proposal that is being submitted by Darren Lee (Also known as “The Applicant”)  This is the 

proposal that is located on Dallas Heads property in Malheur County.   In reading through 

Darren’s proposals and supporting paper work, we have noticed a variety of Understated, 

Misstated, Omitted and/or Misrepresented items that are of grave concern to us as well as 

each of the surrounding neighbors.   While this letter does not encapsulate all of the problems 

with said proposal, we will attempt to highlight the most problematic and upsetting parts of the 

plan. 

 

1.  USE OF SURROUNDING PROPERTIES: 

Darren Lee describes the use of surrounding properties as “Agriculture / Dryland”    This is not 

true.   The properties surrounding the proposal consist of a mix of Residential and Small 

Homestead style farming properties.   Every neighbor withing the Sound, Site and Smell of said 

proposal values the quiet rural lifestyle that they have invested in.  This life style is filled with 

quiet beautiful views, an abundance of Wildlife, and small scale farming that is easy on the 

environment.      The surrounding properties are not only “Dryland” as the applicant describes.   

In fact, directly to the East of “Phase 2 Proposal”, there is an approximate 30 acre field that 

directly touches the proposed project border (This is the Lightbridge Farm Property owned by 

Michael and Mandi Hastings).  This field is irrigated with Water Rights from Owyhee Irrigation 

District and produces a variety of row crops including Wheat, Barley, oats, Alfalfa, Grass, 

etc…………..     The Lightbridge Farm Property that would be bordered on 2 sides of the 

applicants proposal is also an Organic Farm practice.   As such we take great care to safeguard 

the water and avoid the introduction of Herbicides, Pesticides, Synthetic Fertilizers, Airborne 

Pollutants,  etc…   Directly bordering the applicants proposal to the South is the Lightbridge 

Farm Pasture and grazing land.   This land is used to raise Organic Livestock of several varieties 



and would also be negatively effected by the Noise, Smells and Airborne Pollutants.   The 

applicants proposal is literally in our backyard (Lightbridge Farm), and the backyard of several 

other residential / homestead style neighbors.    

The applicant indicates in his application that the property has “historically been used as a 

quarry, privately and by the government for the past 50+ years.”   This statement is extremely 

misleading if not downright dishonest.   The site has not been an active quarry site.   While it 

appears that there may be some activity recently, (most likely to make the claim that the site is 

active),  the government has not used this site for at least 50 years and was most likely only 

used in the construction of the Owyhee Irrigation Canal. 

   

2.  TRAFFIC, ROADS, AND MISLEADING INFORMATION 

The applicant appears to be attempting to mislead when describing the current use and future 

plan of roads and traffic.   Applicant claims on his conditional use permit application that he will 

be making “No New Impacts on Roadways” (Line 4 of application).   This is completely false.   He 

attempts to describe the property as an ongoing and established quarry, which it is not.   From 

our observation and that of our neighbors, it appears that he is currently accessing the 

“DeHaven” pit from Moores Hollow Road that runs through the Dehaven ranch.    We are 

unaware of any conditional use permits to do so.   This road then connects to Mesquite which 

he claims is the road that is providing access.  He then proceeds to attempt to describe the site 

as one in which “Access points have already been established and in place for decades” (Line 9 

of application) This is not true.      

Jasmine Road:    The applicant indicates that the increased area of phase 1 and the entire phase 

2 project will be accessing the site from Mesquite. (Conditional Use Application)   This is not 

true.   Jasmine road would be the main access point and would be VERY dangerous and require 

a massive amount of redevelopment even if approved.   Jasmine road rises approximately 300 

feet from Mesquite road in a very short distance.  It also contains several sharp switchback type 

turns because of the extreme increase in elevation.  The road is also narrow with several blind 

spots on driveways and corners.  It was built and intended for light residential use.  The 

applicant attempts to side step this dangerous situation by saying that “Only a small portion of 

Jasmine to Mesquite road intersection will see an increase in traffic”, along with furthering his 

message that the routes are already established and in use which they are not.  In addition to 

the extreme elevation change and switchbacks there are several direct intersections of 

driveways and access roads to residences.   Residents are frequently accessing Jasmine to go to 

work and younger individuals access the road to go to school etc…..   This is a family friendly 

rural neighborhood road.   Furthermore the entire community of at least 9 full time residences 

access their mail from a community mail drop directly on Jasmine Road.  This pickup point for 

mail is downhill and  very near to his proposed access points for the quarry.     

 



3.   SPARSELY POPULATED AND INSULATED FROM DISTRURBANCE  (applicants Operations 

Plan) 

The applicant attempts to paint the picture that the residents of the area are well insulated 

from disturbance.  (see applicants operations plan)  This is not true.    There are at least 7 full 

time residences that are well withing the Sights, Sounds and Smells of such a quarry operation.   

See map.   In particular, our property and home that is described as “Lightbridge Farm” directly 

touches the applicants proposal on both the East and South Sides. (as mentioned these 

touching points contain Organic Row Crop and Livestock Operations)   The address’s of 451, 

478, 450, 464, and 470 Jasmine would ALL be in the direct Sights, Sounds, Smells and direct 

paths of Airborne Pollutants.   The economic impacts on all of these address would be 

significant and catastrophic.       

 

4.  WETLANDS / WATER / WATERWAYS 

The applicant has indicated that there are no wetlands/waterways on the property (Conditional 

Use Application).  This is not true.   Directly in the heart of the applicants “Phase 2” exists a 

natural spring and seep. (see attached map images)    One can clearly identify the Spring/Seep 

on the enclosed map images that were taken from the Malheur County Mapping site.  The area 

circled has not been irrigated, and is on the applicants property.  As you can see, this area is 

green from a natural underground seep.   Although running water on the surface is seldom seen 

through out the year, this is the head of waters that are making their way through the ground 

east and into a ravine where the water is visible on the surface year round.  Contained within 

this ravine lives a wide variety of wildlife that is fed from the natural fodder that is produced 

with these waters.   (see map)    Wildlife include Deer, Turkey, Pheasant, Quail, Coyote, Owls, 

Redtail Hawks, Northern Harriers, White and Blue Heron’s, just to name a few.   It is also 

understood that this natural underground waterway feeds and resupplies water to the 

residential drinking wells that service 458, 478, 464, and 470 Jasmine Road.   The applicants 

proposal would put these waters in direct and imminent danger of being exposed and polluted.  

   

5.  WILDLIFE 

The applicant has indicated that in his experience the only wildlife that would be effected are 

Deer that use the pit for protection.  This is not true.  There are many many species that inhabit 

this area.   The entire general area is vital for the protection and sustainability of the local 

wildlife.   Because of the light footprint of the residential / homestead lifestyle of all of the 

residents, wildlife is flourishing.     Personally, we (Lightbridge Farm) has documented for 5 

years and with the use of 10 different game camera sites the spectacular beauty of wildlife 

enjoying their natural habitat.    As the area sits at the confluence of 4 rivers and as the gateway 

to the Hells Canyon corridor, it is indeed a special place for wildlife and preservation.   Deer and 



other animals use this property to travel from the lush river bottoms to the high desert of 

Eastern Oregon.   It also serves as a migratory path for hundreds of animals.   A quarry 

operation as is being described would jeopardize the entire ecosystem.   We can provide 

documented evidence of the existence of all of the following and more.   While this wildlife was 

documented on the Lightbridge Farm, please remember that the applicants property literally 

touches our property on both the East and South sides.   The wildlife utilizes all of the area 

property including that of the applicant.    

Wildlife Species Observed and Documented: 

1. Mule Deer 

2. Mountain Lion 

3. Pheasant 

4. Quail 

5. Chucker 

6. Morning Dove 

7. Turkey 

8. Blue Heron 

9. White Heron 

10. Migratory Snow Geese 

11. Canadian Geese 

12. 5 different species of Duck 

13. Wood Pecker 

14. Great Horned Owl 

15. Screech Owl 

16. Barn Owl 

17. Red Tail Hawk 

18. Northern Harrier 

19. Turkey Vulture 

20. Mountain Lion 

21. Badger 

22. Skunk 

23. Bald Eagle 

24. Golden Eagle 

25. Sandhill Crane 

26. Bull Snake 

27. Razer Snake 

 

 

 



CONCLUSION: 

 A Gravel Quarry, along with a Concrete Batch Plant and Asphalt Facility is in no way 

appropriate for this location.    This proposal is completely out of line and it is our belief that 

information is being intentionally manipulated in order to mislead and paint a picture that is far 

from reality.  It is unanimous among all neighbors that such an approval and quarry operation 

as the applicant described would cause substantial and irreversible economic harm to those 

that live here as well as significant Health and Safety Issues.   This, in addition to the devastating 

negative effects on the entire Ecosystem and wildlife.    

Also of note is that the applicant is NOT the land owner.   As such, this relieves Darrin Lee of the 

normal stewardship that landowners would naturally take on.   Darren Lee’s family owns a large 

amount of land very near by and on the flat lands.  If a Quarry, Concrete Plant, and Asphalt 

Facility is what Darren Lee wants to endeavor in, we would suggest that he digs up his own 

family’s land first and not our back yard.   

 

Sincerely, 

Michael and Mandi Hastings 

464 Jasmine Road 

Ontario,  OR,  97914 
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