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Hello Tatiana,

This is Tina Cassity of 478 Jasmine Rd. I am submitting the suspension order as well as the
active suspension order extension that Darren Lee is currently under from DOGAMI.
DOGAMI is currently in a legal dispute with Darren Lee over the suspension order because he
has not complied with it and finished the reclamation of that land because of his illegal mining
activity without a permit. I also attached a screenshot of our conversation with Cari Buchner,
DOGAMI's compliance officer as well as pictures and videos documenting all of this.

Beyond this, we are in disbelief that Darren Lee's application has made it this far, again. Aside
from the mapped wetland, animal migration, home wells, noise and dust issues and his new
haul road concerns that can't be mitigated (and much more), the fact that there are 9 homes
surrounding the proposed site (most bordering it) is a monumental concern for all of us. This
isn't new information, all of this was brought up in the last hearing, but if his plan to aggregate
mine on this site moves forward, it will completely devastate our homes, home value, and,
very likely, our well water source. 

A final bit of information I would like to point out is that there is a wetland and riparian
corridor, located within the area that Darren Lee wants to put his gravel pit. This water source
originates on this land and flows all the way into the Snake River and disturbance would cause
a negative domino effect to many properties that lie within its path. All of this is mapped by
US Fish and Wildlife. We have been in contact with Congressmen Cliff Bentz office, and they
are working on our behalf and issuing an official inquiry to the Department of the Interior.
They were very concerned and are looking into the issue. I included maps below. 

Here's the link to the video evidence.

We appreciate your attention regarding this matter and would appreciate a follow up email,
just to make sure that this information was received. Please let me know if you have any
questions or need any further information. 

Thanks,
Tina Cassity

mailto:brookecassity36@gmail.com
mailto:Tatiana.Burgess@malheurco.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFEGhFOaJi0&list=PL9X2V7NhdCN7WB6CPkWw5TXdGT__sd3p9
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Tina Kotek, Governor 


TO:  Darren Lee ) SUSPENSION ORDER (ORS 517.880) 
4 Lees’ Excavation ) DOGAMI ID No. 23-NP0001 (No Permit) 
515 Noble Road ) County: Malheur 
Ontario OR  83672 ) Township 16S Range 47E, Tax Lot 3200 


) 


The Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI, Department) has received multiple complaints 
accompanied by photos and videos alleging 4 Lees Excavation is mining without a permit on Township 16S 
Range 47E, Tax Lot 3200. DOGAMI contacted the Malheur County Planning Department regarding these 
complaints and was informed that Darren Lee applied for a Post Acknowledgement Plan Amendment for this 
parcel and that it was denied by Malheur County Court in August of 2021. Further, DOGAMI was informed that a 
citation had been issued to the landowner, Mr. Dallas Head, for mining in the EFU zone. In addition to the 
evidence already cited, review of publicly available aerial imagery indicates Darren Lee and 4 Lees’ Excavation 
have conducted surface mining on Township 16S Range 47E, Tax Lot 3200 in violation of ORS 517.790(1).  


The Department hereby issues this Suspension Order pursuant to ORS 517.880(2) which authorizes DOGAMI to 
suspend operations if the operator is conducting a surface mining operation for which an operating permit is 
required but has not been issued.  


Effective immediately you are ordered to suspend all surface mining operations at the property referenced 
above, including removal of vegetation, construction of berms, stripping of topsoil or overburden, extraction, 
processing, and the removal of stockpiled materials. 


This Suspension Order remains in effect until withdrawn by written order of the department. If you fail to 
comply with the Suspension Order, the department intends to take further enforcement action against you. This 
may include, but is not limited to, assessing civil penalties under ORS 517.992, or referring this matter to the 
Attorney General to initiate legal proceedings as provided in ORS 517.880(3).  


In addition to the statutes and rules cited above, other relevant statutes and rules include the following: ORS 
517.750, ORS 517.810, ORS 517.840, ORS 517.850, ORS 517.860, ORS 517.862, ORS 517.890, ORS 517.992, OAR 
632-030-0010, OAR 632-030-0016, OAR 632-030-0021, OAR 632-030-0022, OAR 632-030-0025, OAR 632-030-
0030, OAR 632-030-0033, OAR 632-030-0040, and OAR 632-030-0056, OAR 632-030-0070.


Issued: March 8, 2023 By ___________________________________ 
Sarah L. Lewis 
MLRR Program Manager 


If you have questions regarding this order, contact Cari Buchner at (541) 231-9820 or 
cari.buchner@dogami.oregon.gov. 


enclosure:  Opportunity to Request a Hearing or Informal Review 


c:  Malheur County Planning Department 
Dallas Head, Landowner 
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Opportunity to Request a Hearing or Informal Review 
 
You have two options if you wish to challenge this Order: 
 
Option 1 is requesting a contested case hearing conducted according to the Administrative Procedures Act, 
Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) Chapter 183.  If you want to proceed directly to a contested case hearing, you 
must file a written Request for a Hearing within thirty (30) days from the date this Order was personally 
served on you or mailed to you.  A Request for a Hearing must include an “Answer” to the allegations 
contained in the Order.  In the Answer, you must admit or deny each allegation of fact contained in the Order 
and set out any and all affirmative defenses to the violations alleged in the Order.  Except for good cause shown, 
matters not denied in the Answer will be presumed admitted, and the failure to raise a claim or defense will 
waive such claim or defense.  If you file a timely Request for a Hearing, DOGAMI will refer your request to an 
Administrative Law Judge at the Office of Administrative Hearings.  The Administrative Law Judge will schedule 
a contested case hearing and inform you of the date, time, and place of the hearing.   You will be given 
information on the procedures, rights of representation and other rights of parties relating to the conduct of the 
contested case hearing.   
 
Option 2 is informal review by the State Geologist, followed by the opportunity to request a contested case 
hearing if you disagree with the State Geologist’s decision.  If you want to request informal review by the State 
Geologist, you must file a written Request for Informal Review within thirty (30) days from the date this 
order was personally served on you or mailed to you.  If you timely request informal review by the State 
Geologist, the State Geologist will review the matter and will issue a written decision within 30 days of receipt of 
your request.  If you disagree with the State Geologist’s decision, you must file a written Request for a Hearing 
within thirty (30) days from the date you received the State Geologist’s written decision.  A Request for a 
Hearing must include an “Answer” to the allegations contained in the Order.  In the Answer, you must admit 
or deny each allegation of fact contained in the Order and set out any and all affirmative defenses to the 
violations alleged in the Order.  Except for good cause shown, matters not denied in the Answer will be 
presumed admitted, and the failure to raise a claim or defense will waive such claim or defense.  If you file a 
timely Request for a Hearing, DOGAMI will refer your request to an Administrative Law Judge at the Office of 
Administrative Hearings.  The Administrative Law Judge will schedule a contested case hearing and inform you 
of the date, time, and place of the hearing.   You will be given information on the procedures, rights of 
representation, and other rights of parties relating to the conduct of the contested case hearing.   
 
Any Request for a Hearing or Request for Informal Review must be mailed to:   
 


229 Broadalbin Street SW 
Albany, OR 97321 


 
Alternatively, you may fax your Request for Hearing or Request for Informal Review to 541-967-2075 or email it 
to cari.buchner@dogami.oregon.gov.  Regardless of how you send your Request for Hearing or Request for 
Informal Review, it must be received by DOGAMI within 30 days of the date this Department Order was 
personally served on you or mailed to you. 
 
NOTICE TO ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBERS: Active duty Servicemembers have a right to stay these 
proceedings under the federal Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. For more information contact the Oregon State 
Bar at 800-452-8260, the Oregon Military Department at 503-584-3571 or the nearest United States Armed 
Forces Legal Assistance Office through http://legalassistance.law.af.mil.  The Oregon Military Department does 
not have a toll-free telephone number. 
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www.oregon.gov/dogami June 22, 2023 


Brian R. Sheets 
BRS Legal, LLC 
PO Box 987 
Ontario, OR 97914 


RE: DOGAMI ID No. 23-NP0001 (No Permit) Suspension Order and Notice of Violation & 
Compliance Schedule 


Mr. Sheets, 


The Department has prepared this letter in response to your letter dated April 25, 2023, in 
which you conveyed that your client wishes to complete the corrective actions required in 
the Notice of Violation and Compliance Schedule issued March 14, 2023. The letter also 
requested clarification of the Departments expectations and guidance to move forward 
with restoration while maintaining compliance with the Suspension Order. 


Regarding your client’s concerns about violating the Suspension Order issued March 8, 
2023, Mr. Lee is required to perform any activities that are necessary to comply with the 
reclamation requirements. The Department will communicate to the neighbors that such 
activity is required by DOGAMI. 


To alleviate any confusion on your client’s part, the Department has prepared the enclosed 
aerial map with each area of concern delineated. The delineations are approximate and 
intended to assist your client in identifying these areas on the ground. General guidance for 
acceptable methods to restore each feature identified in the legend is described below. 


• Stripping and berming: The area where stripping was conducted to construct berms,
and where the berms were constructed, is indicated on the map with a green dashed
outline. In this area, berms should be leveled to cover the stripped areas, along with
recontouring to match the pre-existing ground surface. Following this, replacement
of growth medium matching the surrounding undisturbed field and revegetation
with the pre-existing cover crop.


• Haul road development: The haul road is indicated on the map with a purple dashed
outline. The haul road construction covers topography with different geometry and
surrounding vegetation. Where the haul road was cut into the hillside with a
switchback up the hill (starting at the north, just off Mesquite Rd) the side-hill cut
and switchback should be filled and recontoured to the previous configuration and
slope. Followed by replacement of growth medium to matching the surrounding
undisturbed ground, and revegetation with native species to a similar density and
composition of surrounding vegetation. Where the elevation levels out and the haul







         


  


road was cut into relatively flat ground to the south toward Jasmine Rd., the road 
needs regraded to previous contours. Following this, replacement of growth 
medium matching the surrounding undisturbed field and revegetation with the pre-
existing cover crop. 
 


• Pit excavation – Pits are identified on the map with a dashed red outline and should 
be backfilled to the pre-existing ground surface. Following this, replacement of 
growth medium matching the surrounding undisturbed field and revegetation with 
the pre-existing cover crop. 
 


• Quarry expansion – The quarry expansion area is indicated on the map with a 
yellow dashed outline. In this area, any berms or stockpiles that were constructed 
should be leveled to cover stripped or disturbed areas, along with recontouring to 
match the pre-existing ground surface. Following this, replacement of growth 
medium matching the surrounding undisturbed field, revegetation with the pre-
existing cover crop, and revegetation with native species to a similar density and 
composition of surrounding vegetation. Additionally, any pits that were excavated 
should be restored as described under Pit excavation above, plus revegetation with 
native species to a similar density and composition of surrounding vegetation. 
 


• Pre-Existing Quarry – The area the Department considers the pre-existing quarry is 
indicated on the map with a light gray dashed outline. The disturbance in this area 
occurred prior to the elimination of Grants of Total Exemption, which were a 
voluntary registration for mining occurring below the thresholds requiring an 
Operating Permit. Therefore, this area is not required to be reclaimed. 


 
The Department recognizes the delay in providing this requested guidance and is providing 
an extension to September 30, 2023. A site inspection will be conducted to confirm 
reclamation is complete to the satisfaction of the Department.  
 
DOGAMI appreciates Mr. Lee’s cooperation and willingness to bring this site into 
compliance. If you have specific questions regarding the reclamation requirements, please 
contact Bob Brinkmann at Bob.Brinkmann@dogami.oregon.gov or 541-619-4655. For all 
other questions, please contact me directly. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cari Buchner 
Cari.Buchner@dogami.oregon.gov 
541-231-9820   
 
enclosure: 2023 GIS Aerial 
 



mailto:Bob.Brinkmann@dogami.oregon.gov

mailto:Cari.Buchner@dogami.oregon.gov
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: BUCHNER Cari * DGMI <Cari.BUCHNER@dogami.oregon.gov>

Date: Wed, Mar 8, 2023 at 4:59 PM

Subject: RE: Excavation / Mining Without Permits

To: Mike Hastings <hastingsmjh@gmail.com>

Cc: JOHNSON Becky * DGMI <Becky.JOHNSON@dogami.oregon.gov>, BALZER Vaughn * DGMI <Vaughn.BALZER@dogami.oregon.gov>,
TATALOVICH Nicholas * DGMI <Nicholas. TATALOVICH@dogami.oregon.gov>, BRINKMANN Bob * DGMI <Bob.BRINKMANN@dogami.oregon.gov>,
REINHART Lisa * DGMI <Lisa.REINHART@dogami.oregon.gov>

Mike,

I’'m writing to let you know that DOGAMI has issued the attached Suspension Order to Darren Lee, 4 Lees’ Excavation for mining without a permit on
Township 16S, Range 47E, Tax Lot 3200 in violation of ORS 517.790(1). We will follow up with a Notice of Violation and Compliance Order shortly that
will have corrective actions required. Until then, there should be no earth moving activity of any kind occurring on site. Please don’t hesitate to reach
out to our office if you see any activity occurring. Would you mind sharing this with the other complainants?

Thank you,

Cari Buchner (she/her)
541-231-9820
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Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Before and After Photos


The following photos presented show that the restoration of Darren Lee’s illegal 


mining activity is incomplete. We juxtaposed several of the photos with past 


pictures, to help create more context and visually show what the property 


looked like in the past. 


We hope that this helps to address and combat the claims Darren Lee has made 


that he has fulfilled DOGAMI’s suspension order requirement to flatten berms, fill 


test holes, match the previous contours of the land, and reseed the land. 


I also included before and after photos of the new “road” that Darren has 


constructed. I know that DOGAMI is currently in a legal standoff with Darren Lee 


regarding this issue, so I hope the before photo helps to shed light on the fact 


that this “road” was never an actual road to begin with. 


In addition to that, Darren Lee has done no work to restore the new work done in 


the old Quarry. There is photo evidence below to prove that. 


Finally, I included photos and documented proof dating June 21st, 2023, that 


STRATA and Darren Lee were on the property, proving that samples were 


obtained and taken offsite, violating DOGAMI’s suspension order. 







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Before:
June 23rd, 2021


Now:
January 2nd,  2024


ATV Trail  Turned into New Road
Before and After







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


This “road” has always been an overgrown ATV trail. We have lived up here for 


thirty years and have not once seen an automobile driving on this trail, until he 


began building it. In the same span of time, we’ve only ever seen ATVs a handful 


of times. From the before picture, you can clearly see that there was never a 


“road” there. Darren Lee, as stated in the Planning and Zoning meetings in 2021, 


said many times that he was going to turn this into a road in order to gain access 


for aggregate mining. 


ATV Trail  Turned into New Road







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Before:
February 18th, 2021


Now:
January 2nd,  2024


Dallas Head/Darren Lee Gravel Pit
Before and After







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Dallas Head/Darren Lee Gravel Pit
Before and After


Before:
April 18th, 2018


Fence line on left: 
Hastings property


Now:
January 2nd,  2024


Same fence line on left







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Dallas Head/Darren Lee Gravel Pit
Current Photos


January 2nd, 2024







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Dallas Head/Darren Lee Gravel Pit
Current Photos


January 2nd, 2024







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Old Quarry
Before and After


Before:
December 26th, 2017


Now:
January 2nd,  2024







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


Old Quarry
Close Ups


Before and After


Before:
December 26th, 2017


Now:
January 2nd,  2024







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


June 21st, 2023


The next few pages contain photo and documented evidence that proves 


that Darren Lee was mining illegally and that a third party, STRATA,  removed 


material from the property and took it offsite on June 21st, while he was under 


his suspension order from DOGAMI. I present a letter from STRATA, the company 


who removed material for testing, which I procured from Darren Lee’s newest 


application to Malheur County Planning and Zoning for Goal 5 status.  I also 


included photos that were taken on the same day, showing STRATA removing 


material in white bags and Darren Lee at the site. 







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


June 21st, 2023







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


June 21st, 2023


STRATA  (white truck) and 
Darren Lee (brown and 
gold truck) at the site


STRATA truck with white 
bags full of material







Jasmine Rd
Photo Evidence


June 21st, 2023


STRATA and Darren Lee in 
his UTV, with same white 
bags of material in back


Darren Lee’s truck on site







Jasmine Rd
Video Evidence


The link below leads to a youtube playlist that has video of the current state of 


Darren Lee’s gravel pit and his attempted reclamation. We hope this helps give a 


good visual as to what it currently looks like. 


Click here to view videos. 



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9X2V7NhdCN7WB6CPkWw5TXdGT__sd3p9




