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What is a wetland?

Wetlands are called by many different names and occur in an array of landscapes.
Oregon has many wetland types that range from tidal salt marshes along the coast
to fresh water marshes along streams and ponds, seasonal prairie and meadow
wetlands in the valleys to mossy mountain fens. Wetlands may form at the edges of
lakes, rivers and streams, in low isolated spots on the landscape, and where
groundwater comes to the surface via seeps or during winter rains. Despite the
wide variety of wetland types, three features area common to all:

* The presence of water at or just below the surface of the land for at least a
portion of the year,

« Soils that developed under saturated (wet) conditions, and

« Distinctive plants that are uniquely adapted to seasonal or year-round
saturated (wet) soils

Prolonged saturation creates a wetland, no matter the water source. A high
seasonal or permanent water table, rainwater “perched” over impenetrable layers in
the soil, and frequent flooding are common examples. Wetland — or hydric - soils
usually have distinctive, visible characteristics, such as brownish-red veining

and rusty-colored splotches. Saturated conditions support plants that have
adapted to life in permanently or seasonally wet soils.

Wetlands in Oregon provides an overview of how to identify wetlands.

Are there wetlands on my property?

Identifying wetlands is often difficult, as many wetlands do not appear obviously
wet or they are only seasonally wet. In addition, many wetland landscapes have
been altered over time by activities such as farming, and no longer “look like”
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Follow up Congressional Inquiry

From: Office of Congressman Cliff Bentz (orO2cb.districtservices@mail.house.gov)
To: dentkingoforegon@yahoo.com

Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 01:18 PM MST

Congressman

CLIFFBENTZ

Representing the 2nd District of Oregon

February 20, 2024

Dear Ms. Cassity,

I am writing to follow up with you regarding my inquiry on your behalf with the US Department of Interior (DOI).

Although the DOI has not completed its review of your case, I will continue to work with the DOI to bring about a
resolution to this matter. When I receive additional information on your case, I will contact you.

Thank you for your continued patience. Should you have any questions or additional information please feel free to
contact me at my district office in Medford, Oregon.

Sincerely,
L

Cliff Bentz
Member of Congress

14 N. Central Avenue, Suite 112
Medford, OR 97501



