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TAOS — David Trujillo was in the front row when his bosses broke the news to a roomful of miners

last week that the Questa mine would be shutting down for good.

“I saw the dismay, the hurt in people’s faces. The worry,” Trujillo told The Taos News. “When it hit, it

was just like a big rock.”

California-based Chevron Mining said it is permanently closing the molybdenum mine, citing low

The Chevron molybdenum mine near Questa. New Mexican file photo



market prices for the metallic element used to harden steel and the mine’s increasing operating costs.

About 300 employees were laid off.

The announcement has left many to wonder about the economic effects across Taos County.

Trujillo, 58, was an equipment operator at the mine for more than 25 years. He is best known under

his radio code: “44-Dave.” Like his co-workers, Trujillo relied on the decent paycheck and good

benefits the job offered. To be suddenly hit with the words “permanently closed” was hard to stomach.

“It’s going to be tough on this little town,” Trujillo said. “That mine bought my homes. It bought my

vehicles. It raised my family. It helped my family raise their families. It has an impact on everybody.”

The community has felt the industry’s boom-and-bust life cycle before. The mine had layoffs in 1971,

1973, 1986, 1992. Most recently, Chevron Mining laid off 227 workers in 2009 after the price of

molybdenum plummeted. The mine has since curtailed ore extraction and had been in a holding

pattern waiting for the market to rebound.

But as more lucrative mines in South America and Asia come online, competition has been increasing,

and officials say the Questa mine has become virtually obsolete.

Questa miners have heard the words “permanent closure” before. In 1992, then-owner Molycorp

closed the mine when prices bottomed out. The underground mine flooded, and many believed the

operation was dead. But a few years later, the price came back and the mine went back into

production.

But David Partridge, president and CEO of Chevron Mining, was adamant last week that this bust

would be Questa’s last.

While mining operations will cease, there’s still a lot of work to be done. In 2011, the mine and its

nearby tailings facility were declared a Superfund site by the Environmental Protection Agency. A

year earlier, the agency proposed a massive cleanup plan to reduce mine-related water contamination.

The total cleanup is expected to cost as much as $800 million.

Chevron has said the EPA-mandated cleanup will continue. Even before the closure was announced,

the mine planned to decommission the tailings facility west of Questa and the nine-mile pipeline that

carried slurry to the tailings ponds. That work is expected to move forward as planned.

In addition, the mine says it will likely demolish or remove most mine buildings and other

infrastructure. Partridge said work will probably take one to two years.

Chevron officials expect about 100 job openings in reclamation and closure to be available for former

mine employees. The company already has posted about 20 positions that, at the moment, are only

available to affected Questa employees.



Trujillo, who is president of the United Steelworkers local in Questa, says Chevron has so far handled

the shutdown well. Officials have been straightforward and sympathetic, Trujillo says, and they’re

going to great lengths to help workers get back on their feet.

“I’m sure it was just as devastating for [Chevron Mining] as it was for us, because we’re all a big family

here,” Trujillo said, adding that he understands the financial reasons behind the corporation’s

decision to close.

Still, a job at the mine meant a comfortable living (pay for the average worker ranged from $18 to $26

an hour, Trujillo said), and the shutdown has left a lot of former employees confused. “This place

takes care of us, and I think that’s why a lot of people are so hurt,” Trujillo said. “In a sense, they sort

of feel betrayed.”

Trujillo said he’s especially concerned for new employees who saw a future in the mine. “They were

relying on this place, figuring they had 30 years down the road to pay for their home,” Trujillo said.

“Those are the ones I really feel for.”

Under the terms announced Monday, about 170 hourly employees were sent home and will get 60

days of full pay and benefits, as required by federal law. The roughly 120 salaried employees will stay

on at the mine until at least the beginning of August, said Chevron spokeswoman Margaret LeJuste.

LeJuste said severance for all employees is spelled out in existing agreements and will be paid at the

start of August, though LeJuste said there are ongoing “discussions” between Chevron leadership and

the union regarding employee payouts.

Tuesday morning, Trujillo and Chevron representatives were at a makeshift employee information

center on the north side of Questa. About a dozen miners showed up at 10 a.m. for seminars on how

to update a résumé, or to get information on training or relocation opportunities.

Laid-off workers bantered about what to do next. One young dad-to-be with a mortgage showed up

early to get a jump on his job hunt. Another Questeño talked about taking his heavy machinery skills

to the oil fields in West Texas. A couple joked that they were moving to Colorado to grow marijuana.

One said in spite of the shutdown, he still planned to take the family to Disney World.

Beyond the obvious impact to the Questa economy, the shutdown of the mine will likely affect the

culture of the region’s small communities. Trujillo said the mine employed people from places like

Amalia, Costilla, Eagle Nest, Peñasco and Mora.

For many, the job at the mine was the only way to stay in these rural places. As has happened during

shutdowns in the past, a lot of workers and their families may have to pick up and leave to find work

elsewhere. And this time, there’s little hope of coming back to a job at the mine again.



In addition to being a large employer, Chevron over the years has made a number of charitable

contributions to Questa’s schools, libraries and public service departments. It is also a key customer

for businesses such as Kit Carson Electrical Cooperative. The co-op’s CEO, Luís Reyes, said Chevron

generally accounts for as much as 10 percent of the utility’s revenue.

Spencer Hamons with Taos Health Systems, which includes Holy Cross Hospital, said hospital

officials are concerned about the long-term effects the mine’s closure could have on the hospital now

that many families either will be without health insurance or making do with a lower quality of health

insurance.

Taos Town Manager and former deputy Taos County manager Rick Bellis said the village of Questa

was already struggling financially and says the town and county will inevitably have to pick up some

more slack.

Lejuste said Chevron will put $320,000 a year for the next eight years into a fund for the village of

Questa. It will give an additional $1 million in 2015 and help the village with an economic

development plan. She also said scholarships already given out to local students will be honored.

Job fairs are planned in Questa in coming weeks to give workers a chance to talk with contractors and

explore options for additional job training and employment.

For Trujillo, support from the company and from the community will be key to moving forward in the

shock of the shutdown. “We’re very strong people, and I know we’ll help each other out,” he said.

Questa Mayor Mark Gallegos told The Taos News the mine’s closure was obviously going to be hard

on families and businesses in the community, but he said the cloud of a possible shutdown always

hangs over the village.

“It’s a tough pill to swallow,” Gallegos said, “but at the same time, with the ups and downs Questa has

had to go through before, it’s just made our skin a little thicker.”

The Taos News is a sister paper of The Santa Fe New Mexican.
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successes this week – four arrests in North Dakota and a

dozen in Montana, all but one on drug charges.

Authorities said Friday that more arrests are in the works

as they unveiled an interagency partnership to combat

crime in the oil patch. But with drug offenses, violence

and property crimes on the upswing, they face an uphill

climb to reduce the spiking crime rate.

The changes at play in once-quiet prairie communities

were demonstrated this week with the shooting of an FBI

agent in the small, unincorporated town of Keene, N.D.

The agent, who was not seriously injured, was executing a

search warrant as part of an oil patch-centered

investigation, said U.S. Attorney for North Dakota Tim

Purdon.

“More people equals more money equals more crime,”

Purdon said, adding the federal shutdown is making the

situation worse.

“We’re in this very, very serious fight against organized

crime for control of the streets of the oil patch, and I’ve

got about half of my employees home on furlough,” he

said. “We’re in this fight now with one arm tied behind

our back.”

The law enforcement partnership announced Friday,

known as Project Safe Bakken, has been at work since last

year. Montana Attorney General Tim Fox said it could not

be made public until arrests and indictments were made in

the cases that were unsealed this week.

Police Chief Frank DiFonzo of Sidney, where a new FBI

field office was opened in July, said help from outside

agencies was sorely needed. He said his officers were

busy simply keeping up with routine police work, and

were ill equipped to confront organized crime on their

own.

A parallel Bakken-focused effort in North Dakota in July



charged 22 people with conspiracy to sell heroin and other

drugs on an Indian reservation in the heart of the oil patch.

Authorities linked that case to a national drug trafficking

ring seeking to make inroads in the Bakken. Purdon said

the four arrests this week were part of the same

investigation.

***

In the Montana case, the government alleges that 49-

year-old Robert Ferrell Armstrong, aka Dr. Bob, of Moses

Lake, Wash., brought in large quantities of

methamphetamine from his home state and distributed

them in the Bakken and elsewhere in Montana through a

network of couriers.

At the time of his arrest, Armstrong was wanted for

failing to check in with corrections authorities in

Washington state, where he has a history of drug, gun and

assault charges, said Washington Corrections

spokeswoman Norah West.

Armstrong and several others among the 12 people

arrested face federal drug conspiracy charges that carry

potential sentences of 10 years to life in prison if they are

convicted.

Montana U.S. Attorney Mike Cotter said the arrests

should serve as a warning to others: “If you violate the

law, agents of Project Safe Bakken will find you wherever

you are and hold you accountable,” he said.

The severity of the potential sentences in the case reflects

the volume of drugs that the ring allegedly sold. Precise

quantities were not detailed in the affidavit.

Armstrong and most of the other defendants pleaded not

guilty during initial court appearances. Two defendants

have not yet entered pleas.

Armstrong’s public defender, Tony Gallagher, and Cotter



said they could not discuss details of the case beyond what

was in a batch of indictments unsealed Wednesday.

“Mr. Armstrong has tendered a plea of not guilty, which

puts at issue each and every charge,” Gallagher said.

The arrests follow increases in most major crimes since

the Bakken boom began about five years ago.

A review of FBI crime reports show violent crime was up

64 percent and property crimes up 63 percent in

Montana’s four Bakken counties between 2009 and 2012,

the period for which the most complete data was

available. Counties elsewhere in the state showed a drop

in crime in those years.

In an interview with the Associated Press, Montana

Attorney General Fox acknowledged that law enforcement

agencies have been forced to play catch-up with dramatic

changes in the Bakken that few anticipated a decade ago.

But Fox stressed that the economic benefits from the

boom have been substantial. More than 20,000 people

have poured into eastern Montana and western North

Dakota since oil production began its meteoric rise in

2008. Tens of thousands more are expected in the next

several years as the boom continues.

“With the good, comes some bad,” Fox said. “There’s a

lot to be done. I’m personally committed to making sure

we address the public safety issues.”
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SPECIAL REPORT

Ontario and Malheur County residents struggle with hunger and
high housing costs, with no long-term solutions in sight.

By Emilly Prado - Street Roots staff writer - For The Enterprise
September 27, 2018 at 5:28am



Janell Young, who has a disability and is living on a fixed income, pauses outside the Next Chapter
food pantry that helps her feed her family. (Photo by Celeste Noche)

ONTARIO – In the sweltering 104-degree summer heat, dozens of
people cling to a bare thread of shade by the Next Chapter food
pantry at First Christian Church. 

Veterans, single-household seniors, housed and houseless folks,
and multigenerational families alike wait for their names to be
called to enter the facility, which supplies an average of 28 to 32
households with fresh and shelf-stable groceries twice a week. 

Angela Flying Eagle sits on a bench with her caregiver, Adela
Salinas, drinking bottled water as they await their turns to stock up
at the food pantry. Flying Eagle, who moved to Ontario from Bend
in 2012, said she’s faced ongoing safety issues with her current
apartment, including a faulty stove that her landlord fails to
address. 

“I am a senior. I am on Social Security, and on $700 a month they
expect me to pay the rent, all utilities, and buy food with $37 in
food stamps,” she said. “But I stay there because I need a roof over
my head.”

When Flying Eagle mentioned the difficulty she encounters in
finding transportation to nearby food pantries, Irene Hunt offered
to pick her up in the used vehicle she recently acquired. 

 “I feel that a lot more people would benefit and be able to come
get services and food when they needed it if they had a form of
transportation,” Hunt said. “Or maybe it could be delivered to them.
Since school’s been out, I’ve been coming about every week. I’ve
only got two more visits because my grandkids have to eat, and it’s
summer.”

Nora Bean, pantry manager at Next Chapter, estimates that 40
percent of all Ontario residents visit food pantries regularly. While
the number of people receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program benefits (food stamps) has steadily decreased since 2013



nationwide, Malheur County saw a 4 percent rise from last year.

Community members often line up an hour before the pantry
opens. 

 “The end of the month is always the busiest because they’re
toward not having any food stamps left,” Bean said. 

Food insecurity, a lack of viable public transit and education, and a
shortage of affordable-housing options leaves Ontario lagging
behind many comparable rural communities in Oregon. The
clientele of the food pantry – diverse in age, ability, ethnicity and
religion – reflect the culturally rich community of Ontario itself, and
yet simultaneously reflect the challenges that have long plagued
the region.

Set amid rich farming and ranch land at the eastern edge of
Oregon, Malheur County’s largest city is linked by major highways
to nearby towns on both sides of the Oregon-Idaho border. Four
major waterways, including the Snake River, wind across the two-
state region hailed as the Treasure Valley.

On the Oregon side, the absence of a sales tax is seen as a plus for
shoppers, and the county’s minimum hourly wage of $10.50
appeals to workers from Idaho, where the minimum is only $7.25.
By contrast, the Idaho side of the valley boasts far more lax land-
use regulations which, along with the lower wage costs, draw
businesses and encourage more commercial and housing
developments. 

Ontario’s ties with Idaho are so strong that local television and
radio programming is broadcast from the Gem State, and most of
Malheur County – all but the southernmost portion – is on
Mountain Time, not Pacific. 



Residents wait patiently their turns at the Next Chapter food pantry in Ontario. (Photo by Celeste
Noche)

By the numbers

Despite proximity to Idaho and its robust economy, Ontario
residents and Malheur County rank among the poorest and most
economically disadvantaged in the state.

Ontario also is at the crossroads of two of Malheur County’s three
“high poverty hotspots,” the Census Bureau’s label for
concentrations of poor residents. East Ontario, a neighborhood
within Ontario, has as the highest rate of poverty in all of Oregon.

From 2011 to 2015, 25.5 percent of the people in Malheur County
were living in poverty – a rate far above the state, at 16.5 percent,
and the nation, at 15.5 percent – according to a 2017 report
prepared by the Department of Human Services’ Office of Business
Intelligence and the Office of Forecasting, Research and Analysis,
part of DHS and the Oregon Health Authority.

Census figures from 2016 show 38 percent of residents of Ontario
living in poverty. 

And when comparing the cost of housing in rural Oregon to rural
households across the country, the Oregon Office of Economic
Analysis found that rural Oregonians are facing home prices 30
percent higher and rents 16 percent higher than their counterparts
on average.



"We have places where people are living that, really, shouldn’t be habitable and would not meet
any of our program requirements. It’s really hard for some of those folks to speak out and to stand
up for their rights because maybe having that place to live is better than not having any place to
live at all." — Barb Higinbotham, Community in Action (Photo by Celeste Noche)

A broken system 

Like many places across Oregon, Malheur County and Ontario are
experiencing a severe housing crisis. But beyond following suit with
national trends in rising housing costs and stagnant wages, the
county faces other difficulties. 

In late spring, the Housing Authority of Malheur and Harney
Counties suddenly announced that the Housing Choice Voucher
Program, commonly known as Section 8, had caused the agency to
enter a budgetary shortfall.

“We are experiencing a deficit in money (due to) the fact that we’ve
had an extreme amount of people that have come in from other
areas, be it Idaho or California or the East Coast, because our
Section 8 housing vouchers’ wait list was very, very minimal,” said
Kristy Rodriguez, Housing Choice Voucher Occupancy Specialist at
the local housing authority. “It was only like three to six months or
a year maximum wait as opposed to these higher-cost areas that
are years and years to wait. Word got out, and (people) moved into
our jurisdiction.”

Across the United States, more than 2 million low-income
households receive Section 8 rental assistance administered
through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
but that’s only about a quarter of all people who would be eligible
for services. The average wait time for Section 8 vouchers
nationwide is more than two years. In Portland, the Section 8 wait
list was last open in September 2016 and is estimated to stay
closed for a minimum of three years. In some cities, such as Los



Angeles, the wait time can exceed a decade, which is why Ontario’s
short wait list appealed to a large number of people in need.

When eligible applicants are approved for a Section 8 voucher, they
are required to reside in the county granting the voucher for a
minimum of one year. While on the wait list, applicants can live in a
different county but must relocate to the granting jurisdiction to
receive rental assistance upon approval. After one year of receiving
rental assistance, Section 8 recipients may move to a different
county and receive assistance from the original county for another
full year. 

“They (could) go back to California or go back to Boise, Idaho, if
they wanted to. There was no way for us to restrict that unless we
were in a shortfall status,” Rodriguez said. 

“A lot of our money and our vouchers have gone out to other areas
where other housing authorities aren’t able to pick up the bill. Now,
if any families are requesting to transfer out of our jurisdiction, they
may transfer only if the other housing authority is willing to issue
them one of their own vouchers and actually pay for their
assistance. And there’s a big housing barrier now where we’re not
able to issue housing vouchers to anybody. That puts a damper on
our current residents who are living here and are poor and are
homeless.”

Section 8 rental assistance allows low-income tenants to afford
housing units of their choice. The amount of each Section 8
voucher depends on the applicant’s income level and what’s
considered suitable for the local fair-market rent set by HUD based
on available units.

In Malheur County, the fair-market rent of a two-bedroom
apartment is $697 per month. A household earning $1,680 a month
– the equivalent of four weeks of full-time minimum-wage work –
would be expected to contribute 30 percent, or $504, toward rent.
The remaining $193 would be paid directly to the landlord by the
housing authority. 

When the same income level is applied to a high-cost area,
however, the amount the housing authority must pay landlords
significantly increases. For example, if the same recipient moves to
a two-bedroom apartment in the 91901 ZIP code of San Diego
County, Calif., they would still need to contribute $504 toward rent,



but the apartment – with a fair-market rent of $1,590 per month –
would require $1,086 from the housing authority. 

Oregon Housing and Community Services estimates the current
average monthly tenant contribution at $329 per month. An
estimated 321 vouchers were in circulation last year in Malheur
County.

Although people with vouchers issued prior to the April
announcement are still receiving benefits as promised, the wait
time has stretched from six months or less to 18 to 24 months.
Rodriguez estimates that between 250 and 300 families remain on
the wait list since it was closed, and many more prospective families
are left unable to apply.

The true cost of living 

Janell Young, 44, is a single mother with three sons. Her youngest
children – Matthew, 11, and Brian, 10 – are in tow at the food
pantry during a recent visit. Her pantry at home is full of processed,
canned foods, she said, but her fridge is mostly empty.

 “I get disability, $100 in food stamps, and I don’t get anything else
after that. It’s not enough during the summer,” Young said. “The
hundred dollars goes within about three days for food. We can
stretch it for a week, but milk is the thing we go through the most –
about a gallon a day. When these guys go to school, I still go to the
food bank, so it just seems like a routine. We were hoping to get
milk today.”

Only one-quart cartons of shelf-stable milk are available, which
Young explains will be consumed by her boys within a day. She opts
for a large container of Lipton tea bags instead, since it will last
much longer.

 “We make chili a lot with the food bank cans. We also eat a lot of
spaghetti and mac ’n’ cheese. It seems like when you’re poor, you
have to eat a lot of carbs because that’s what they give us,” she
said. “An orange right now would be really good. Or even an apple.
Those are nice to have. Those are luxuries we don’t always get.”

The average monthly benefit amount for eligible individuals under
Social Security Disability Insurance in 2018 is $1,198, and those



receiving Supplemental Security Income earn a maximum of $750
per month. 

HUD considers households paying more than 30 percent of their
incomes toward rent and utilities to be cost-burdened, and those
paying more than 50 percent are severely cost-burdened.

In Malheur County, nearly one in four homeowners is
overburdened by housing costs, according to HUD standards.
Among renters, 56 percent are overburdened, and about 33
percent are severely cost-burdened.  

When a roof isn’t enough 

As federal programs alone are unable to adequately support and
serve the people eligible for services, nonprofits step in to provide
crucial help. In Ontario, there are more than 500 registered
nonprofits, but when it comes to housing issues, few stand out as
prominently as Community in Action.

Since 2009, Community in Action has served thousands of low-
income residents of Malheur and Harney counties through a variety
of services, including energy assistance, mortgage foreclosure
prevention, down payment assistance and financial literacy.

Angie Uptmor, then housing manager at Community in Action, said
the most common services sought are rental assistance and help
finding housing. 

 “We want to keep people permanently housed,” she said, “but it’s
tough because we only have so many dollars coming through the
door, and once we spend those dollars and have told somebody we
will pay (their) rent for this year or 24 months or whatever it is, we
have to figure out how to do it.”

Barb Higinbotham, executive director at Community in Action, was
born and raised in the Ontario area.

 “Part of the challenge in our area is that our housing stock is old
and a lot don’t meet the housing quality standards,” she said. “We
have places where people are living that, really, shouldn’t be
habitable and would not meet any of our program requirements.
It’s really hard for some of those folks to speak out and to stand up



for their rights because maybe having that place to live is better
than not having any place to live at all.”

HUD has identified key aspects of housing quality to ensure all
Section 8 recipients maintain access to “decent, safe and sanitary”
housing. Among the requirements are sanitary facilities, proper
illumination and electricity, and a safe water supply. 

Each year, HUD releases Comprehensive Housing Affordability
Strategy data to “demonstrate the number of households in need
of housing assistance.” 

In Malheur County, 53 percent of renters reported experiencing at
least one of four housing problems outlined by HUD. These include
incomplete kitchen facilities, incomplete plumbing facilities, more
than one person per room, and a cost burden greater than 30
percent. More severe housing problems were reported by one in
three renters. 

HUD data for Malheur County also confirms that the less money a
household earns, the more likely it is to experience a housing
problem.

In addition to a lack of quality homes, there is a shortage of units
that are affordable and available.

 “New houses built in Ontario over the past several years are few,
and there does not seem to be a lot of movement for building new
and attainable houses,” Higinbotham said. “We hope this changes.”

“There’s not enough stock out there, so (the landlords) can get
higher rents,” Uptmor said. 

From 2010 to 2014, Malheur County saw a deficit of 985 affordable
and available rentals for very low-income households and 805 units
for extremely low-income households, according to a 2017 report
from Oregon Housing and Community Services. Despite these
numbers, fewer than 30 one-unit building permits were issued per
year during the time span in all of Malheur County.

Disrupting the cycle 

Uptmor and Higinbotham have observed many ongoing barriers to



housing. Among the most stark are the effects of generational and
systemic poverty.

 “Kids are being raised to understand poverty,” Uptmor said. “That’s
the way they’re raised, and that’s the way they’re going to live, but
we’re trying to break that cycle as best we can.”

Part of breaking the cycle of poverty is creating viable pathways
toward economic mobility and self-sufficiency, but for households
teetering on the edge of the poverty line, earning more doesn’t
always add up. Going over the income-level threshold, even a few
dollars per year, can mean a loss in assistance and – when
compared to the additional income – a disproportionate increase in
rent. For people on fixed incomes, earning more isn’t an option.

 “When you’re on SSI, typically it means that there is a disability,
which is why you can’t work, so that’s all the money you’re ever
going to make,” Uptmor said. “You’re getting $740 a month, (and)
you can’t really afford to live. So, what happens is it keeps poor
people poor and poor people living in poor conditions. I don’t
know how to change that, and I don’t know how to fix that, but
that’s why we rely on Section 8 – to help people that aren’t ever
going to get beyond the $740 life, and live in a decent home.”

This is the first time the Section 8 wait list in Malheur and Harney
counties has ever been closed long term. Neither the Housing
Authority nor any nonprofit can truly be sure of what the effects
will be for the counties’ most vulnerable populations, but it’s not a
question of if, but rather how bad it’s going to be.

Looking forward 

Last December, the Ontario City Council approved the Housing
Incentive Program, which offers a $10,000 cash incentive for the
construction of new single-family homes in Ontario. To qualify,
homes must be owner-occupied, and they must be either greater
than 1,600 square feet or greater than 1,350 square feet with a two-
car garage and two bathrooms. 

In a news release, Mayor Ron Verini said, “It is our hope that this
will bring new residential growth to broaden our tax base and
create a more sustainable community.”



Meanwhile, a proposal to loosen restrictions on rural home
construction is in the works. The Eastern Oregon Border Economic
Development Board, established last year, aims to finalize the plan
before Oregon’s 2019 legislative session. Now, home construction
permits in rural Oregon are issued only when the land being built
on is greater than 80 acres in farm zones and greater than 160
acres on rangeland.

“We still want to maintain some of the really valuable things about
Oregon’s land-use policy,” board chair Shawna Peterson told the
Malheur Enterprise. 

 “Housing is one of the factors that plays into the makeup of the
community,” Higinbotham said. “We believe that a housing-first
approach is necessary for families to reach stability.”

About this story 

This article is published in collaboration with Street Roots, a Portland
newspaper, which is producing a Housing Rural Oregon series. Street
Roots received funding from Meyer Memorial Trust’s Affordable
Housing Initiative to report on rural housing issues.


























